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Brandon Vogel 

T here were two things I cared most about growing up—sports and reading. 
Eventually, reading led to writing. Reaching the limits of my athletic ability 
in college helped with that transition, as covering sports gave me a way to 

stay connected to the games I used to play.


Over nearly 20 years as a sportswriter, I’ve been fortunate to write for The 
Guardian, Fox Sports and CBS Sports. I also helped start and run what I believe 
was one of the best regional sports magazines around. Thank you for taking a 
look at my work.  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Opening spread of my feature story tracking down the origins of Nebraska’s Blackshirts logo for Hail Varsity 
magazine.
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Editing - Hail Varsity Kids

I was able to bring a passion project of mine to life in June of 2023, packaging a 
special kids supplement as a gift for subscribers with our annual football 
yearbook. My memory of reading SI for Kids 
growing up served as the inspiration. 


We only had 28 pages available, and a 
smaller format, but we packed those pages 
with a mix of games, a how-to-punt tutorial, 
quick Q&As with Nebraska athletes and a 
feature on Chief Borders, one of the most-
followed Huskers on TikTok.  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The June 2023 cover of Hail Varsity Kids

My Letter from the Editor

Two-page spread with a punting tutorial from Nebraska punter Brian 
Buschini.
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Editing - Hail Varsity March 2020

Nebraska men’s basketball was beaten 
in the first round of the Big Ten 
Tournament on March 11. It would be 
one of the last sporting events in the 
country as Covid shutdowns rolled in 
the next day. Our March issue was 
going to print in three days. 


We reworked 60% of the magazine over 
those three days, doing our best to 
report what we knew about a very 
uncertain time.


The strange circumstances resulted in a 
cover I’m still proud of today. I came up 
with the concept, and the design team 
did an excellent job executing it.  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The March 2020 cover of Hail VarsitySpread from the March 2020 issue
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Editing - Hail Varsity Dec. 2017

Husker fans received everything they wanted 
for Christmas in 2017 with the hiring of native 
son Scott Frost. Our issue that month reflected 
the warm feelings among the fan base. 


I worked with the design team on the cover. We 
actually bought a WWE wrestling figure, 
repainted him so he was Frost-ified, then put 
him under an actual tree for the photo.


The issue would turn out to be more popular 
than Frost’s 16-31 tenure at his alma mater. I 
assigned and edited the main feature in this 
issue, a close look at the small town where the 
Frost legend began.  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The Dec. 2017 cover of Hail Varsity

Feature story from the Dec. 2017 issue
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Writing

• FEATURE: The origin of Nebraska’s tradition of handing out black jerseys to 

the starting defense is well-known, but when I started asking university sources 
about where the Blackshirts logo came from, nobody knew. It took me about 
two years to track down the Omaha screenprinter-turned-psychologist who 
created the logo that has become a key part of Nebraska football’s visual 
identity. [FULL STORY]


• PROFILE: A visit to Homewood, Alabama, for a profile of then-Nebraska 
running back Ameer Abdullah. [FULL STORY]


• FEATURE: A data-based search for the center of the college football recruiting 
universe. [FULL STORY] 


• COLUMN: On deadline from Dublin, Ireland, where Nebraska lost its 2022 
season-opener to Northwestern. [FULL STORY]


• More clips available at brandonlvogel.com/writing
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https://brandonlvogel.com/2015/09/14/drew-the-bones/
https://medium.com/hail-varsity/no-question-257bfdd7144
https://web.archive.org/web/20201020144258/https://hailvarsity.com/s/1537/the-center-of-the-recruiting-universe
https://brandonlvogel.com/2023/08/18/the-kick-that-killed-the-huskers-good-craic/
http://brandonlvogel.com/writing
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